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a battalion in strength and had added to it that of Umtali, the
outpost on the edge of Portuguese East Africa. Its N.G.O.s,
boys of fifteen to seventeen years of age, veritable hot-house
plants, were equal in capacity and in military virtues to
any of those of the line regiments with which I had served.
Buluwayo produced two battalions, one from the Milton High
School, and the other from St. George's Catholic School, between
them there being intense rivalry.

Another battalion was formed from independent companies
of the schools from the small towns of Plumtree, Enkeldoorn,
Gwelo, and Hartley. That from Enkeldoorn was composed
wholly of Dutch boys, as hard as nails, who could support life
by chewing string, and each one of whom was a marksman with
the rifle.

No work ever invited my higher enthusiasm ; and although
perhaps I did some most outrageous things by issuing ordinances
off my own bat without consultation with the Chief Staff Officer
or with my General, with excellent good humour Major Murray
and the latter gave me their unqualified support. And if, in
equipping my army, I imposed a severe strain on the Quarter-
master's department, Major " Tubby ** Masterman, among the
foremost who have made Rhodesian history, blessed my work
and permitted me to beg, borrow, and steal, issuing thereafter
the necessary requisitions and permits to cover my misdeeds.

The successes of this first enthusiasm led me to the discovery
that at the Military Headquarters there was no Intelligence
Department, and neither exchange of information nor co-
operation between the British Military Headquarters in the
Territories bordering Rhodesia's vast expanse. Without such
a service, there might be, for example, a native rising in Nyasaland
which would swamp across the border into Northern Rhodesia,
whereas by well-timed advice the Barotse Police could be
assembled to render aid to the King's African Rifles, and to
protect Northern Rhodesian interests. Bechuanaland, whose
frontiers border those of the Union and of Southern Rhodesia,
might rise in revolt without any cohesive policy between the
military forces of the Union and those of Rhodesia.

Again I made my suggestion to the Commandant-General,
offering to him a complete military survey of Southern and
Northern Rhodesia, noting the tactical weaknesses of the
Territory, making suggestions for the concentration of troops by
rail in defence of any point in the Territory. I wrote copious